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Preface

Community ingenuity is alive and well in every part of Canada. 

The stories in this book show how creative--even heroic—community organizations can be in their search for economic opportunity in a world of change.  And not just any economic opportunity.  Community economic development, or CED, aims to generate solutions for unemployed, low-income and otherwise marginalized Canadians--our neighbours and friends who face multiple barriers to sharing the benefits of the economy.

This is why CED projects must always operate on two dimensions: the economic and the social.  Removing these barriers requires training, support, new ideas, leadership, and outside allies.  And that's where CEDTAP makes its important contribution.

The Community Economic Development Technical Assistance Program (www.carleton.ca/cedtap) was created five years ago by the J. W. McConnell Family Foundation, Carleton University, and of CED practitioners in every part of Canada, as a new tool to match the needs of community organizations with a diverse pool of professionals whose knowledge could be accessed anywhere in the country, in French or in English.*

CEDTAP enables local organizations, both rural and urban, to undertake strategic and business planning, organizational development, marketing, financing, training, evaluation and much more--all designed to start or expand businesses for local citizens facing economic challenges.  CED initiatives involve tourism, agriculture, alternative energy, manufacturing,

recycling--the list is almost unlimited.

Silver Donald Cameron's stories provide a unique window on the commitment and resourcefulness in abundance at the base of Canadian society.  His accounts of remarkable CED leaders and their ideas and action are as instructive as they are inspiring.  We are grateful to him for applying his fine journalistic and story-telling skills to this purpose.

We also sincerely appreciate the opportunity that we in CEDTAP enjoy, almost every day, of learning from and contributing to the work of community leaders and volunteers and CED professionals.  We try to conduct ourselves with the humility our role deserves.

And we continue to be grateful for the support and cooperation of the McConnell Foundation in the exciting journey that CEDTAP has become.  We are dedicated to supporting local efforts that will become the success stories of the future, and models for many other communities to follow.

In the meantime, enjoy the stories in this book.  Celebrate them. Learn from them.  Adapt them.  Use them.  Spread these stories far and wide.

Communities are using their ingenuity to build and sustain a better life.  Silver Donald Cameron helps us understand how 14 local organizations have done this.  CEDTAP is helping to multiply these efforts to reach hundreds, and maybe, eventually, thousands of other communities.

You are invited to join us in this important work.

Katherine A. H. Graham

Chair, CEDTAP Management Committee

Dean Designate

Faculty of Public Affairs and Management

Carleton University, Ottawa

* CEDTAP’s future plans include the publication of a similar collection of stories drawn from  the experiences of groups in Quebec and other francophone communities across Canada.
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