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Long present in our national imagination as the next frontier, the North is an increasingly
important focal point of public policy. Beyond its wide-ranging effects on the environment,
climate change is expected to significantly expand shipping and passage in Canadian Arctic
waters. This will provide greater access to the region's vast reserves of oil, gas and
minerals, but it will also renew concerns about safeguarding Canada’s sovereignty in the
region. No matter how they play out, these forces of change will have profound
consequences for Canada's northern communities and residents, who will be faced with
difficult challenges and unprecedented opportunities.

The result of a wide-ranging IRPP research program, this multidisciplinary volume explores
some of these critical issues under the themes of sovereignty, environmental change and
science; Aboriginal and public governance; economic development; human capital and
education; and northern policy in Canada.

Public policy specialists review the implications of the significant changes and innovations in
governance that have taken place in the three territories and in Aboriginal communities in
northern Quebec and Labrador over the past three decades, and examine the challenges
that must be faced in order for northern residents to benefit from economic development
and an enhanced quality of life. 
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